
 We were fortunate not to be in the path of 

Idalia. We extend our sympathies to those who 

were less fortunate and wish them a speedy recov-

ery. As I watched horrid scenes on the television, I 

saw trees being blown down, breaking while others 

bent with each gust of wind before straightening 

up. I could not help but think of the adage “the 

trees that get broken are the ones that cannot 

bend”. Adversity will come, but a factor of life is 

that we must learn how to adapt. The vegetable in-

dustry in South Florida has figuratively been going 

through a storm, and while bending considerably to 

the pressure of international trade and pests and 

diseases, to name a few, it is not broken.  

 To assist the industry in coping, here at our 

Center, we have just completed the search and 

screening process for a Vegetable Horticulturist. 

We were blown away by the number of applicants 

and the caliber of the applicants who applied for 

the position, which made our final decision ex-

tremely difficult. We recognize that the challenges 

facing that person will be enormous as the industry 

seeks to adapt and weather the storm.  For one 

thing, we are witnessing major changes within the 
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demographics of the producer community, such as the shift from older to younger farmers, the addition of 

new ethnic groups (e.g., Asian- and Hispanic- Americans), and the interest in alternative and more diverse 

cropping systems. The tasks confronting these changes will involve efforts to support commercial (including 

commercial urban and protected) vegetable production in the region while investigating innovative produc-

tion systems that lead to increased diversification of alternative and emerging crops and adopting precision 

crop production practices, which will assure sustainability, climate resilience, and profitability for vegetable 

crop farms. It also calls for the development of vegetable crop production systems that will assist growers to 

compete in the local, regional, national, and global economy while, at the same time, making sure we reduce/ 

minimize any adverse impact of agricultural activities in the South Florida environment. This will require 

 developing interdisciplinary research and extension 

projects in collaboration with other faculty in areas 

such as breeding and genetics, entomology and nema-

tology, plant pathology, soil and water sciences, agri-

cultural engineering, hydrology, food and resource eco-

nomics, and precision agriculture.  

 The above represents a tall order but, with the 

effort that went into the search, we feel confident we 

have found the right person to assist with weathering 

the storm and look forward to welcoming her on board 

next January.  Edward 'Gilly' A. Evans  
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Interns 

PostDoc 
Exposé(d) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCkEv6n7CZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCkEv6n7CZw


You can find this and 
other videos on our 
YouTube channel: 

UFTropical! 

[T]his [experience] has 

proved that I will enjoy 

a career in the science 

field.  I would recommend this internship to 
other students because it is a great 
learning experience and you can explore 
many scientific fields.  

Is a unique experience to 
start getting involved in 
the actual work.  

https://www.youtube.com/@ufifastropicalresearcheduc6230


 

Advisory 
Board 
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