
Macrochlamys
indica Benson 1832 
(Ariophantidae) 

Common Name: The Horntail Snail
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The Horntail Snail
• August 2020, a gastropod 

enthusiast collected unusual snails 
in Coconut Grove, Miami-Dade 
County. 

• Identified by University of Florida as 
Macrochlamyis indica Benson 
(Ariophantidae), a pest snail native 
to India. 

• Identity confirmed by USDA-APHIS 
and DPI.

• Continental Record



Horntail Snail

Source: Florida Land Snail Gallery & 
Mary Young Cong



Horntail Snail –
Current Situation
• Boots on the ground approach:

• Half mile surveys around positive finds
• Two K-9 units in the field for detection.
• Working on traceback and trace forward 

with landscape companies and nurseries 
who service the area

• Active lab research going on to determine 
more information about lifecycle, birth, and 
habits of the horntail snail.

• Molluscicide and bait trials are on-going to 
determine best choice for snail eradication and 
control.





Nursery Protocol for Positive Nursery

• Hold Order and Quarantine issued on nursery stock for 30 days
• Complete Phytophagous snail compliance agreement
• 15 day compliance inspection
• Full nursery inspection and witnessing treatment/review of 

treatment records
• No snail detection, final inspection date set
• Live snail detection, reset 30 day Hold Order and Quarantine



Nursery Protocol ½ Mile Radius of Positive Find

• Complete Phytophagous Snail compliance agreement
• 30 day compliance inspections
• Review treatment records



Nursery Report  

• 160 nursery locations inspected
• 25 nursery locations with live snail detections
• 338 snails collected
• 6 Hold Order and Quarantines released 



Residential Report

• 673 residential properties surveyed
• 53 residential properties with live snail detections
• 1,189 snails collected
• 336 metaldehyde applications  



DPI Helpline
1-888-397-1517

Report any sightings of the horntail snail
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