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Q: Where did you complete your Bachelor's, Master's, or PhD? How did you arrive at TREC?  

A: I am a Colombian Agronomist Engineer, having graduated from De los Llanos University. 
Thanks to a Colombian Government sponsorship program in 2011, I had the opportunity to 
pursue both my advanced degrees in Brazil: an M.Sc. from the Federal University of Rio 
Grande do Sul and a Ph.D. from São Paulo State University. While working on avocados during 
my internship in 2016, I contacted Dr. Bruce Schaffer, who was involved in plant ecophysiolo-
gy at TREC. Since then, I have maintained a close connection with TREC. In 2022, while lead-
ing a cacao research program in Colombia, I received an offer to join the team as a Postdoc-
toral Researcher for an Avocado Project. This position will be ending soon, and I will miss 
TREC again.  

Q: What is the hardest aspect of your position?  

A: As a Postdoctoral Researcher on an Avocado Project, I find that 
nothing is difficult when you are doing what you love. What is challeng-
ing, however, is the lack of immediate or fast solutions for growers 
here in Florida to combat or mitigate the severity of Laurel Wilt. De-
spite gaining some interesting insights into the differential spread of 
the disease, it continues to devastate avocado trees. Additionally, alt-
hough there are institutional efforts, there is still much to be done to 
improve working conditions for those of us placed at the RECs across 
Florida. Our status—neither as Faculty, employees, or part of a similar 
team—puts us at a disadvantage in providing better service and perfor-
mance. 

Q: What is your next step? How has TREC prepared you for it?  

A: I recently accepted an offer to join the Extension Agent team at UF. I will be moving soon to 
West Florida as a Multicounty Extension Agent. Citrus, avocado, cacao, and banana growers 
are facing significant challenges due to phytosanitary issues worldwide, particularly with HLB 
in citrus, which is devastating. This role presents an incredible opportunity to expand my 
knowledge and experience while strengthening the connection between academia, field grow-
ers, and the industry. 

Q: How do you spend your free time?  

A: I have an amazing family who means everything to me. While I don’t have much free time 
right now, they fill any gaps in my life. Raising kids, especially when they are young, brings the 
happiest moments in life. It's not easy, but it fulfills every human expectation. 
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