
How quickly the year has flown by and as 

2023 draws to a close it provides a golden oppor-

tunity to reflect on some of our accomplishments of 

which there were many. While space does not per-

mit me to enumerate them all, or to give full credit 

to all involved, it is worth noting our successful 

fund-raising event, One Night in the Tropics, once 

again saw more than 300 people in attendance who 

generously supported our cause for advancing sci-

entific knowledge that improve the lives of the 

members of our agriculture and natural resources 

community. We firmly believe that research makes 

a difference in the world, and our outstanding facul-

ty, students, and staff do their utmost best to discov-

er and share new knowledge. But more importantly, 

our stakeholders have shown once again that they 

believe in us and have put “their money where their 

mouths are” so to speak. This symbiotic relation-

ship rests on the fact that we need the support of our 

stakeholders, and our stakeholders need our sup-

port, given the myriad of challenges they are facing.  

 Take for instance the work being done by 

one of our upcoming talented junior faculty mem-

bers, Dr. Alexandra Revynthi, who is in charge of 

the Ornamental Entomology & Acarology Lab at 

UF/IFAS Tropical Research and Education Center. 

The lab develops Integrated Pest Management tools 

to mitigate invasive pests plaguing the ornamental 

industry. The year 2023 has been particularly 
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challenging for the ornamental industry, the largest agricultural industry in Miami-Dade County. The detec-

tion and rapid expansion of the new invasive pest, Thrips parvispinus, caused significant losses and increased 

production costs dramatically. Dr. Revynthi and her research team, with the support of the Florida Farm Bu-

reau, Dade County (Mr. Barney Rutzke, Jr., President); FNGLA Miami-Dade Chapter (Mr. Jeff DeMott, 

President); and several ornamental growers, responded immediately to this threat by conducting research on 

the efficacy of registered chemical insecticides against this pest. This information was shared with the indus-

try and helped growers  navigate chemical control applications in a more efficient manner. 

Unfortunately, T. parvispinus is not the only pest that poses a threat to the ornamental industry. The 

hibiscus bud weevil (HBW) continues to threaten hibiscus production in south Florida. During 2023, Dr. 

Revynthi and her team published the latest research on 

the chemical control of this pest. In addition, they 

identified the best entomopathogenic nematodes, fun-

gi, and bacteria that can be used as biological control 

agents to mitigate the HBW. The effect of sanitation 

(collection and destruction of infested flower buds) 

and its optimum implementation under nursery condi-

tions were also investigated. Lastly, Dr. Revynthi, to-

gether with USDA-ARS scientists from the Subtropi-

cal Horticulture Research Station, continued the efforts 

to develop an HBW lure that can be used for mass 

trapping and monitoring of the pest populations. The 

Ornamental Entomology & Acarology Lab will contin-

ue conducting research on the chemical and biological control of T. pavispinus and HBW during 2024. 

This is only one example of us giving back to the community for all the support they have given us. 

We do not take the generosity of the community for granted and will continue striving for excellence in all 

we do, knowing that excellence is a journey, not a destination, a permanent aspirational goal (Mike Martin).  

Wishing you and your loved ones all the best for the holiday season, and good health and prosperity 

for the New Year. 
Edward 'Gilly' A. Evans  
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