
 It’s been a busy year for us so far, but one 
that is shaping up quite nicely. Among other things, 
we have just completed the interview process, 
screening more than 
60 candidates for two 
positions. With that 
said, we are excited to 
announce the addi-
tion of two new facul-
ty members who will 
be joining our team in 
August, bringing our total faculty count to 18. 
These experts will contribute their unique perspec-
tives and expertise to help us to better serve the lo-
cal community and beyond. 

 Dr. Jugpreet Singh will lead the tropical 
fruit crop breeding and genetics program.  He re-
ceived his Master’s in vegetable breeding from 
Punjab Agricultural University, Punjab, India, and 
Ph.D. in horticultural sciences with a minor in plant 
molecular and cellular biology from the University 
of Florida. His research interests focus on plant 
breeding and genetics, particularly in applying mo-
lecular genetics, genomics, and bioinformatics for 
trait characterization and improvement.  Toward 
these goals, he has worked on projects to identify 
genomic regions and genes associated with complex 
traits, including fruit quality, disease resistance, 
heat stress tolerance, root system architecture, and 
seed nutritional composition in different crops.  
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He has published 30 manuscripts in leading peer-reviewed journals, provisional patents and book chapters, 
and has presented his research in several national and international conferences. He has further applied his 
knowledge to teach workshops in genomics/bioinformatics and a course in vegetable  
     Dr. Malek Hammami joins us as an Agricultural Economist. Dr. Hammami earned his Ph.D. in Agricul-
tural Economics from the University of Nebraska. He currently serves as a Postdoctoral Research Associate 
at the UF/IFAS Gulf Coast Research and Education Center. His research interests include agricultural trade 
policy, industrial organization, and food market economics. He actively addresses pressing economic chal-
lenges facing Florida's fruit and vegetable industries, focusing on trade dynamics, labor issues, and the im-
pact of various shocks, including policies and pathogens. In addition, Dr. Hammami will assist with identify-

ing market opportunities and helping local growers adopt new tropical fruit 
and vegetable crops, such as finger lime, purple passion fruit, dragon fruit, 
vanilla, tropical pumpkin, seed oil pumpkin, coffee, and Asian vegetables, to 
name a few.  

 With a full slate of talented researchers, 
UF/IFAS TREC is poised to make groundbreak-
ing discoveries that will shape the future of agri-
culture and beyond, advancing us from our cur-
rent position of strength to achieving an even 
greater level of local, national, and international 
prominence.  We would like to express our grat-
itude for the support that we received from the 
offices of the UF Research Dean, UF/IFAS Sen-
ior Vice President, Florida Agricultural Experi-
mental Station, 
Horticultural Edward 'Gilly' A. Evans  

https://atlanticsapphire.com/
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Congratulations 
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PostDoc 
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You can find this and 
other videos on our 
YouTube channel: 

UFTropical! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MviQoOeX8c&list=PLxxnVFYBq2DYqRBUgTQxhjdg8cFZ6xsHt&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MviQoOeX8c&list=PLxxnVFYBq2DYqRBUgTQxhjdg8cFZ6xsHt&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MviQoOeX8c&list=PLxxnVFYBq2DYqRBUgTQxhjdg8cFZ6xsHt&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MviQoOeX8c&list=PLxxnVFYBq2DYqRBUgTQxhjdg8cFZ6xsHt&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxxnVFYBq2DYqRBUgTQxhjdg8cFZ6xsHt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNsou3c-2XA&list=PLxxnVFYBq2DYqRBUgTQxhjdg8cFZ6xsHt&index=12&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MviQoOeX8c&list=PLxxnVFYBq2DYqRBUgTQxhjdg8cFZ6xsHt&index=14


Advisory 
Board 



 

https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/trec/2024/05/21/laying-foundations-for-agroecology/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/trec/2024/05/21/laying-foundations-for-agroecology/
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/miami-dade/landscapes--gardening/mastergardener/
https://linktr.ee/miamidadeurbanhort
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/trec/author/cobando/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxxnVFYBq2DbJ7FyUjn6UdpeI9qTquM8I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxxnVFYBq2DbJ7FyUjn6UdpeI9qTquM8I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxxnVFYBq2DbJ7FyUjn6UdpeI9qTquM8I
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/miami-dade/landscapes--gardening/mastergardener/


#POLStudentResidence 

https://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/trec-in-the-news/onit-page-2024/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/news/2023/01/04/uf-ifas-breaks-ground-on-graduate-dormitory-honors-emeritus-professor-contributions/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/news/2023/01/04/uf-ifas-breaks-ground-on-graduate-dormitory-honors-emeritus-professor-contributions/
https://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/trec-in-the-news/onit-page-2024/
https://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/trec-in-the-news/onit-page-2024/


 

Dong, Y., Hulcr, J., Carrillo, D., Martini, X. (2024). The redbay ambrosia beetle and laurel wilt: 
FOR404/FR475, 05/2024. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-fr475-2024 

Gazis, R., Crane, J., & Wasielewski, J. (2024). Florida plant disease management guide: Guava 
(Psidium guajava).: PP232, 05/2024. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-PG133-2024 

Martin, C. G. & Brym, Z. (2024). Cannabis sativa plant identification and its look-alikes: AGR48, 
04/2024. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-AG476-2024 

Moon, P., Li. Y., Meru, G., Vendrame, W., Molnar, T., Wu, X. (2024). Indigo from Indigofera 
spp.: Historical and cultural overview: ENH1378/EP642, 3/2024. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.32473/edis-EP642-2024 

Nwosu, N. J., Singh, H., Brym, Z., Sharma, L., Carter, E., Revynthi, A. R., Osborne, L. (2024). 
Fire ants management in industrial hemp: SS-AGR-481. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-
AG477-2024 

Sanchez, F., Crane, J. H., Bayabil, H. K., Sarkhosh, A., Shahid, M. A, & Schaffer, B. (2024). 
Achachairu (Garcinia Humilis) fruit trees: Botany and commercial cultivation in south Florida: 
HS1480, 3/2024. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-HS1480-2024 

Smyth, A. R., Laughinghouse, H. D., Reynolds, L. K., Camp, E. V., & Havens, K. (2024). Climate 
change: Effects on salinity in Florida’s estuaries and responses of oysters, seagrass, and other 
animal and plant life: SGEF218, 04/2024. DOI: https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-sg138-2024 

Smyth, A. R., Reynolds. L. K., Barry, S. C., Stephens, N. C., Patterson, J. T, & Camp, E. V. (2024). 
Living Shoreline Ecosystem Service Valuation Tool: SL516/SS729, 5/2024. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.32473/edis-ss729-2024 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR475
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/PG133
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AG476
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP642
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP642
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AG477
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AG477
https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-HS1480-2024
https://doi.org/10.32473/edis-sg138-2024
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS729
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/SS729


Ataide, L. M. S., Greene, A. D., Cloonan, K. R., Gill, M. A., Vargas, G., Tabanca, N., Reyes-Arauz, I., 
Velazquez-Hernandez, Y., Revynthi, A. R. (2024). Exploring market-available pheromone lures 
and traps for monitoring Anthonomus testaceosquamosus (Coleoptera: Curculionidae). Journal of 
Economic Entomology, 2024, toae105. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/jee/toae105 

Busuulwa, A., Revynthi, A. R., Liburd, o. E., Lahiri, S. (2024). Residual effect of commonly used fungi-
cides in strawberries on Amblyseius swirskii, Neoseiulus cucumeris, and Neoseiulus californicus 
(Mesostigmata: Phytoseiidae). Experimental and Applied Acarology, 93(1). DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1007/s10493-024-00928-1 

Belizaire, C. M., Ganan-Betancur, L., & Gazis, R. (2024). Avocado scab caused by Elsinoe perseae: A 
diagnostic guide. Plant Health Progress. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1094/PHP-10-23-0084-DG 

French, E., Smyth, A. R., Reynolds, L., & Moore, K. A. (2024). Nitrogen cycling in Widgeongrass and 
Eelgrass beds in the lower Chesapeake Bay. Nitrogen, 5(2): 315-328. DOI: http://
dx.doi.org/10.3390/nitrogen5020021 

Hailegnaw, N. S., Bayabil, H. K., Li, Y. C., & Gao, B. (2024). Seawater flooding of calcareous soils: Im-
plications for trace and alkaline metals mobility. Science of The Total Environment, 927(2024). 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2024.172210 

Gañan-Betancur, L., Crane, J. H., Schaffer, B., Vargas, A. I., Sarkhosh, A. & Gazis, R. (2024). Essen-
tial oils for managing anthracnose in mango (Manifera indica): Laboratory results do not translate 
into field efficacy. Plant Disease, 108(4). DOI: https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-01-24-0267-RE 

Goeckner, A. H., Smyth, A. R., Holgerson, M. A., Reisinger, A. J. (2024). Subtropical stormwater ponds 
are more frequently net nitrogen fixing compared to natural ponds. Biogeochemistry, 167(5). DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10533-024-01153-z 

Li, X., Liu, K., Rideout, S., Rosso, L., Zhang, B., Welbaum, G. E. (2024). Seed physiological trains and 
environmental factors influence seedling establishment of vegetable soybean (Glycine max 
L.).Frontiers in Plant Science, 15(2024). DOI: https://doi.org/10.3389/fpls.2024.1344895 

Ojo, I., Ampatzidis, Y., de Oliveira Costa Neto, A., Bayabil, H. K., Schueller, J. K., & Batuman, O. 
(2024). The development and evolution of trunk injection mechanisms—A review. Biosystems En-
gineering, 240(2024), 123-141. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biosystemseng.2024.03.002 

Tobar, S., Gil, P. M., Schaffer, B., Schwember, A. R., Cautin, R., & Martiz, J. (2024). Physiological and 
growth responses of W. Murcott Tangor grafted on four rootstocks under water restriction. Horti-
culturae, 10(4): 352. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae10040352 

Vought, K., Bayabil, H. K., Pompeo, J., Crawford, D., Zhang, Y., Correll, M., Martin-Ryals, A. (2024). 
Dynamics of micro and macronutrients in a hydroponic nutrient film technique system under let-
tuce cultivation. Heliyon, 10(11), e32316. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e32316 

Williams, S. L., Fischman, H. S., Angelini, C., Smyth, A. (2024). Density-dependent influence of ribbed 
mussels on salt marsh nitrogen pools and processes. Journal of Ecology, 00, 1-14. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.14342 

Wu, X., Michael, V. N., Lopez-Hernandez, F., Cortes, A. J., Morris, J. B., Wang, M., Tallury, S., Miller 
III, M. C, & Blair, M. W. (2024). Genetic diversity and genome-wide association in cowpeas 
(Vigna unguiculata L. Walp). Agronomy, 14(5). DOI: https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy14050961 

https://doi.org/10.1093/jee/toae105
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10493-024-00928-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10493-024-00928-1
https://doi.org/10.1094/PHP-10-23-0084-DG
https://doi.org/10.3390/nitrogen5020021
https://doi.org/10.3390/nitrogen5020021
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2024.172210
https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-01-24-0267-RE
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10533-024-01153-z
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpls.2024.1344895
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biosystemseng.2024.03.002
https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae10040352
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e32316
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.14342
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.14342
https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy14050961


https://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/trec-in-the-news/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6eM7EyOhqJ/
https://www.facebook.com/ufifas.trec/posts/pfbid0WRTGaYV9YXksc9agw1jw52wR2baRX9yynK7NXgczs2QtjeeagwRMm2SwYV94zpsql
https://www.instagram.com/p/C7E14cYJM5i/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5qzKRau6ox/
https://www.facebook.com/ufifas.trec/posts/pfbid025WGu2BYFA7JvR4py4TPxpdsVuD8hGp8WtWF8pLEW8yruzCvHTfuQYxwFTvbtbSqkl
https://x.com/UFTropical/status/1788223156001632647
https://x.com/UFTropical/status/1795534272608243822



