
 Recently, it was announced that in 2023, 
Florida welcomed 135 million visitors. In the 
fourth quarter of 2023 alone, the number of over-
seas visitations was estimated at 2.3 million, up by 
almost 16% when compared to Q4 2022. These 
metrics support the view that Florida continues to 
be a preferred destination for international travel-
ers. This is excellent news for Floridians and the 
Florida economy, and we welcome such great news 
with open arms. But as every economist will tell 
you, there are always tradeoffs in life. In this case, 
with such an increase in travel comes the chance/
possibility of introducing some new plant pests 
and/or diseases. And where else is there a better 
place for such unwanted “hitchhikers” to set up 
house for the family than in South Florida, with its 
mild climate conditions that allow for year-round 
production and beautiful landscapes. It has been 
reported that of all the new pests entering Florida, 
70% of them enter by way of South Florida. This 
places UF/IFAS TREC in the epicenter of defense 
in terms of meaningful scientific research for the 
essential answers to these problems.  
 Our Plant Diagnostic Clinic, established in 
1990, is at the forefront of combating such nuisanc-
es. The specific purpose of the Clinic is to assist 
growers of vegetable, ornamental, and fruit crops, 
as well as homeowners, by identifying the various 
invasive pests and diseases and recommending re-
medial actions. Plant maladies may be caused by  
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insects, bacteria, fungi, viruses, viroids, nematodes, 
snails, weeds, improper nutrition, extremes of temper-
ature and moisture, etc. All of which destroys commer-
cial crops and residential landscaping and poses major 
threat to agriculture and natural resources and 
tourism industries.  Accurate and timely diagnosis 
enables targeted management strategies, preventing 
the spread of diseases and minimizing crop losses.  

The Director of the Clinic is Dr. Romina Gazis 
(Plant Pathologist) who was recently tenured and pro-

moted to Associate Professor (congrats!). She and members of her team, which includes faculty members 
with various expertise (Drs. Alexandra Revynthi, Daniel Carrillo, Dak Seal, Shouan Zhang), support scien-
tists, and students work tirelessly to combat such invasions that would otherwise adversely affect livelihoods 
and regional economies. On any given day during the week, people come to the Center with plants in their 
hands or in their vehicles. Currently, the Clinic handles about 1,300 samples per year. Some of the largest 
and most valuable agricultural enterprises in both South and Mid-Florida utilize the Clinic on a daily basis, 
receiving recommendations for appropriate courses of action for correcting various problems. The Clinic 
also serves as an educational resource, training students, extension agents, and professionals in plant health 
practices.  

However, the Clinic, which is housed in a 1940s building, is now bursting at its seams, coping with 
increased pressures. Undoubtedly, the services provided by the Clinic are invaluable – healthy plants con-
tribute to robust agricultural production, food security, and economic stability—but an unhealthy in-
frastructure will eventually adversely impact the quality-of-service stakeholders have grown so accustomed 
to.  

Edward 'Gilly' A. Evans 

Evans, the Center Director, and An-
drew Montgomery, the IT Specialist,  
each won awards in recognition of the 
excellent service they have provided to 
the University.   

On Tuesday, March 19, several 
members from the UF/IFAS Tropi-
cal Research & Education Center’s 
Administrative staff attended the 
UF/IFAS  Superior Accomplish-
ment Ceremony where Dr. Gilly 
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Graduate 
Student 

You can find this and 
other videos on our 
YouTube channel: 

UFTropical! 
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